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From the Editor…

Autumnal colours, while often
strikingly beautiful, speak of the late
stages of maturity, and the onset of
decline and eventual death.

The year 2022 will be remembered
with sadness, as the one in which
the long and glorious reign of
Queen Elizabeth ǁ came to an end.
How thankful we should be to have
had a monarch who gave
expression to the following:

“ To what greater inspiration and
counsel can we turn than to the
imperishable truth to be found in
this treasure house, the Bible?”

“Throughout my life, the message
and teachings of Christ have been
my guide, and in them I find hope.”

“Christ... revealed to us the truth in
his teachings.”

“Jesus, a man whose teachings
have been handed down from
generation to generation, and have
been the bedrock of my faith.”

“God sent into the world a unique
person - neither a philosopher nor
a general, important though they
are, but a Saviour, with the power
to forgive...
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From the Churches…
  Omagh & Fintona Youth Weekend

At the end of April young people from our Omagh and Fintona churches
enjoyed our first weekend away since the pandemic, at Portadown Faith
Mission Centre.  Despite smaller numbers than on previous occasions we
had a great time of fun, food and friendship together. The meetings were a
particular blessing, as Pastor Noel McClintock shared his testimony and
spoke to us about God’s plan for his children on the journey of life, and the
secret of greatness.  We also enjoyed hearing Mrs Muriel Mander share
interesting stories about God’s work in her life. We finished the weekend
by attending the morning service in Portadown church, and then having
dinner before heading home for some much-needed rest!

                                                                                                    Peter Aiken

Castlewellan Castle - Youth Weekend!
17th-19th Feb.  2023

  Teens & Twenties
  Activities & Teaching
   (More details to follow)
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Farewell Service for Rev. and Mrs R. Moore
The Irvinestown Independent
Methodist Church was packed to
capacity on Friday 24th June, for the
farewell service for Rev. & Mrs
Raymond Moore, who have stepped
down from full-time Christian Ministry.

The Service was chaired by Mr
Gordon Quinn.  After the opening
hymn Pastor Samuel Aiken opened
in prayer.  Mr David Brown spoke on
behalf of the Fellowship in
Irvinestown, thanking God for the
seven-plus years during which
Pastor Raymond and Edith had
been with them.

Mr Brown directed his thoughts to
Pastor and Mrs Moore under the
headings of Fellowship in the
Gospel, Faithfulness in the Ministry,
and Fruitfulness in the Ministry.  He

emphasised how Pastor Raymond was a great encourager, and wondered
how as a church, we would have coped without him during the Covid
pandemic.

Miss Anne Brown also paid a short tribute to Mrs Moore for all her
involvement in various aspects of the work amongst the ladies.  Using the
letters of Mrs Moore’s name, she developed thoughts on Encouragement,
Dedication, Intercession, a Team-player and a Hard-worker who honoured
God.  One of the Sunday School children, Evie Chittick, presented Mrs
Moore with a beautiful bouquet of flowers.

Rev Robert Maxwell spoke on behalf of the Fellowship of Churches,
reminding the congregation that we are richer because of Rev. Moore’s
faithful ministry over the years; he always was, and always will be held in
high esteem.  He paid tribute to Pastor Moore’s invaluable contribution to
the Fellowship and was thankful that he would be staying on as Chairman
of the General Council.  He closed his remarks quoting 2 Thessalonians 1
verse 3.



6

Pastor Moore then had the opportunity to
speak.  He began by thanking God that over 42
years ago he was saved by grace, and about
40 years ago as he surrendered his life to the
Lord, he felt the call of God to serve.  He
mentioned his long and happy ministry in the
Lisburn church and said the only reason he
had come to Irvinestown was in obedience to
a clear and unmistakable call of God.
Quoting several verses through which God
had spoken, he told the congregation that he felt the time was
right that he should retire from full-time ministry.  He explained that, with the
backing of the leaders’ board, he would be mentoring the new young pastor,
James Maxwell, who has accepted the call to Irvinestown.  Pastor Moore said
that although retirement was a new chapter in his and Edith’s life, they would
be continuing to serve the Lord, albeit in a somewhat different capacity.

He ended his remarks paying tribute to his wife and children, for their faithful
support over the years, and also thanked the Lord for the privilege of serving
him and for his faithfulness.  He wished the local church family God’s blessing
for the future.

The Church choir then sang an appropriate piece entitled ‘He leadeth me’.  It
was a privilege to have Pastor Victor Maxwell as the guest speaker and he
brought a wonderful message from Philippians chapter 1, developing his
thoughts around 3 headings: The First Day, This Day and That Day.

Pastor Eric Moore closed the meeting in prayer, after which good fellowship
and light refreshments were enjoyed by all.
                                                                                                          Noel Quinn

Memories of Summer Camp
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Welcome Service in Irvinestown
On Saturday 3rd September a very large congregation gathered in
Irvinestown Independent Methodist Church to welcome their new minister,
James Maxwell, and his wife Katie.

There was a sense of excitement and also
thankfulness to the Lord for guiding this
young couple into the ministry of the
Fellowship of Churches but in particular to
Irvinestown.

James shared his testimony to God’s
saving grace in his life, and clearly
explained his leading into pastoral
ministry and to this particular church.
It was abundantly evident that God had
been at work giving to both James and
Katie a clear call, confirmed with a
definite word to step forward into the will
of God, as a probationary pastor with
the Fellowship, and to do that in
Irvinestown.

Rev. Philip Johnston opened the
service in prayer.  Rev. Raymond
Moore (minister in charge) lead the service and spoke on behalf
of the General Council to welcome James and Katie into the ministry of the
Fellowship of Independent Methodist Churches.

We were very excited to run both Senior and Junior camps again this
summer at the Ganaway centre in Millisle.  Both were well attended; 45
campers aged 11-16 joined us at Senior camp.  Throughout the week a
variety of activities were enjoyed, including bowling, sports and bonfires on
the beach, making pizza and a trip to Let’s Go Hydro.  Meetings took place
both morning and evening; the morning meetings focused on key aspects
of Christianity such as Creation, and who Jesus is.  John Weir spoke on
the life of Joseph in the evening meetings, leaving a very challenging
message on standing strong for Christ.  We praise God for those who
rededicated their lives to the Lord!
                                                                                               Debbie Brown
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On behalf of the Leaders’ Board, members and friends of the congregation
in Irvinestown, Mr David Brown warmly welcomed James and Katie. He
expressed the delight of everyone that they had come and also
thankfulness to the Lord for guiding them to the church.

Grace Cuthbertson presented
Katie with a bouquet of flowers.
Four young men: Stephen,
Calvin, Timothy and Peter, sang
together and shared two very
appropriate messages in song.

Rev. Nathan Purdy gave an
inspiring and relevant message
from 11 Corinthians 2 on serving
the Lord in the work of the
ministry with weakness, but also
in the demonstration of the Spirit and of power.

The service concluded with the hymn: We rest on Thee, our Shield and our
Defender, and Rev. Noble Maxwell closed in prayer.

Afterwards everyone enjoyed fellowship together with tea which was
provided by the ladies of the church. Thank you ladies!  Thank you to all
who took part in any way.  Thank God for a wonderful sense of his
presence felt throughout the service.

Please do pray for James and Katie as they step forward to take up the
challenge of pastoral ministry in these days.

Rev. R. Moore

From the Bookshelf…

Everyone remembers books from their
childhood which encouraged them in their walk
with God. One such book for me was The
Cross and the Switchblade by David Wilkerson.
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Wilkerson was a skinny country preacher who fearlessly strode into
downtown New York with its vice, drugs and gang warfare, and proclaimed
the gospel boldly to a generation of young people, seeing thousands won
for Christ.  His Teen Challenge Crusade Ministry in the 1950s and 1960s
made a marvellous impact on the youth of the day.  Later in life he became
the founding pastor of the world-renowned Times Square Church in New
York.

Nicky Cruz was one of the early
converts, having been the leader of
the feared Mau Mau gang.  His
book, Run Baby Run, was a
fascinating read.  So when I
happened upon a book entitled
David Wilkerson, written by his son
Gary, also a pastor and
international conference speaker,
it was of more than a passing
interest to me.

It is an interesting and candid look at David Wilkerson's life from a
family perspective, recognising his passion for souls and for God's work,
while also painting a more human picture of one who struggled with
vulnerability and failure; a 'man of like passions as we are.' Sometimes he
even doubted the personal assurance of God's love.  It's also interesting to
read Gary's take on how his dad juggled his duties as a father and
husband, with intense ministry commitments.

Gary Wilkerson points out that his father was a man of prayer and spent
many hours in the closet.  To some he appeared something of a loner but
in essence he took his orders from God and God alone, choosing not to
confer 'with flesh and blood' but to take his direction from 'the Fountain
Head.'  His mantra was, “God always makes a way for a praying man”;
counsel he repeatedly gave to others throughout his life.

However, he still knew how to seek encouragement from others.  Later in life
he developed a close friendship with renowned preacher and evangelist,
Leonard Ravenhill, who became not just a valued friend but something of a
spiritual mentor. It was primarily due to the influence of Ravenhill that
Wilkerson began reading many of the great Puritan writers later in life and
was inspired, encouraged and comforted by such books and their clear
presentation of the gospel.

Gary Wilkerson's book is challenging and readable and I commend it to all.
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A Home in Moldova
From Further Afield…

In recent weeks we have experienced God answering our prayers in some
very specific ways.  In August, after a year of searching, we finally found a
house here in Moldova.  It is a two-bedroom house in Trușeni, a small village
about 20 minutes’ drive from the capital, Chișinău.  The house has a garden
with some mature fruit trees as well as a well-established grape vine.  There is
space for other crops and poultry too should we so desire.

We are so thankful for this wonderful provision for our little family.  We had
always thought we would have to build something from scratch as we could
only afford a plot of land - and then we could build bit by bit as our support
came in.  We now realise that in the Lord’s providence, this wouldn’t have
been a feasible option as the price of building materials has since skyrocketed
as a result of the escalation of the war in neighbouring Ukraine.  The Lord’s
provision for us during our time of deputation in the UK means that we were
able to buy the house outright and we are delighted that when it is our time to
leave Moldova, the assets of the house will belong to Casa Mea.

A second major answer to prayer
came in the form of a much sought-
after residency permit for Ben. Over
the last year we have had to come
and go from Moldova every two to
three months because of the
immigration laws here. The permit
allows Ben to stay for a full year and
he has applied for Esther and the
boys to be able to stay too.  (Since
the time of writing this has also
been granted.)

It is so encouraging to look back
and see how problems that loomed
so large in our hearts and minds

have been resolved by God’s gracious hand in ways we could
not have imagined.  Praise be to God.
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‘Water Heart’

You wouldn’t have to live here long
before you’d realise that the heart is a
central concept in this Southeast Asian
language.  Many words are built
around the word for heart, for
example...

Enter + Heart = Understanding
Put + Heart = Trust
See + Heart = Sympathy

What do you think would be the
meaning of Water + Heart?
Unfortunately, we don’t have an
English equivalent for this
frequently used word.

‘Water Heart’ carries the idea of water that
flows from the heart, indicating selfless, genuine kindness and
giving that overflows without hidden agenda or strings attached.

After 20 months of living here, I have experienced ‘Water Heart’ more
times than I can count.  Baskets of fruit given for no reason, an extra
something slipped in at the market, numerous gifts presented to my
parents when they visited, and such practical care shown when Covid and
flooding hit.

I can’t keep up with the ‘Water Heart’ I receive, nor could I ever repay!
Each experience of being a receiver has served as a beautiful insight into
the ‘Water Heart’ of God.  What do we call the completely unmerited gift of
salvation which cannot be repaid that we’ve received from him? Grace!
What a gift and what a privilege to experience.  Would you pray that people
here may have the opportunity to hear and respond to the greatest
demonstration of ‘Water Heart’ ever known – from his pierced side came
out ‘blood and water’ (John 19:34).  The Son of God given for us; what
grace!
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Wesley’s Words
Recent travels brought us close to the beautiful
town of Epworth in North Lincolnshire, England,
allowing a visit to the ‘Old Rectory’, (home to Rev.
Samuel and Mrs. Susannah Wesley).  The tour was fascinating, and the
history of their marriage and ministries in a society and neighbourhood that
was not particularly supportive, set the scene for understanding the mindset of
their illustrious son, Rev. John Wesley (1703-1791).

                                                         Along with his brother Charles, the
                                                          widely-acclaimed hymn-writer, John
                                                           was used of God during a mighty
                                                            spiritual awakening within the Church
                                                             of England, later known as Methodism.
                                                             The following includes a few photos
                                                               from Epworth along with some of
                                                                John’s very challenging statements,
                                                                 which have lost none of their
                                                                  relevance to followers of Christ, in
                                                                   spite of the passing of time.

I want the whole Christ for my Saviour, the whole
Bible for my book, the whole Church for my fellowship
and the whole world for my missionfield.

The tour included viewing a painting of the six year
old John being plucked from the burning rectory
during a malicious, devastating fire in 1709. His
father, Rev. Samuel Wesley was a studious
academic who found it difficult to relate to the
ordinary people of his parish, so John and his
siblings were no strangers to local opposition.

I want to know one thing, the way to heaven; how to
land safe on that happy shore.  God himself has
condescended to teach the way; for this end he came
from heaven.  He hath written it down in a book.  Give
me that book!  At any price give me the book of God!

(Editor)
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Not, how much of my money will I
give to God, but how much of God’s
money will I keep for myself?

The Queen Anne-style
building, which replaced the
original thatched rectory after
the fire, was sparsely
furnished, with dark oak
floors and warmly painted
walls. Wallpaper in those
days was only for the rich.

Wesley’s ‘time-piece’ was well-preserved and
interesting; it had only one hand and no chime. Two-
handed, chiming time-pieces were called ‘clocks’.

True humility is a kind of self-annihiliation;
and this is the centre of all virtues.

I have never known more than 15 minutes of
anxiety or fear.  Whenever I feel emotions
overtaking me, I just close my eyes and thank
God that he is still on the throne reigning over
everything, and I take comfort in his control
over the affairs of my life.

One bedroom contained a prayer chair.  The back
folded down to support the elbows and the drawer
beneath contained a personal copy of the Bible.
Wesley prayed for at least four hours daily.

In using all means seek God alone.  In and
through every outward thing look only to the
power of his Spirit, and the merits of his Son.
Beware you do not get stuck in the work itself;
if you do it is all lost labour.  Nothing short of
God can satisfy your soul.  Therefore fix on
him; in all, through all and above all...
Remember  to use all means as means- as
ordained, not for their own sake...
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God grant that I may never live to be useless!

What one generation tolerates, the next generation will embrace.

Returning to preach the gospel in his home town Wesley was refused
entry to the pulpit his father had occupied for many years, so he stood to
preach on what still belonged to the family- his father’s tombstone.

Whoever will reign with Christ in heaven, must
have Christ reigning in him on earth.

 Give me one hundred preachers who fear
nothing but sin and desire nothing but God, and
I care not whether they be clergymen or
laymen, they alone will shake the gates of hell,
and set up the kingdom of Heaven upon Earth.

Above all sing spiritually.  Have
an eye to God in every word you
sing.  Aim at pleasing him more
than yourself, or any other
creature... attend strictly to the
sense of what you sing, and see
that your heart is not carried away
with the sound, but offered to God
continually; so shall your singing
be such as the Lord will approve
here, and reward you when he
cometh in the clouds of heaven.

The church changes the world, not by making
converts, but by making disciples.

Reading Christians are growing Christians.  When
Christians cease to read, they cease to grow.

You have one business on earth- to save souls!
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Some said it was a sheer waste. The calculations were done and the
conclusion inevitable. For others, it was possibly a cherished family
heirloom or insurance against a rainy day. But Mary took the expensive
perfume, the pure nard, and ‘wasted’ it on the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ,
her Master; poured it all out, the whole pint, and then wiped his feet with
her hair.

Nothing was held back,
reserved for another time. No
half-measures; this was
genuine devotion, not a token
gesture. In the singular
moment, readying her Lord for
his burial (however known that
was by her), she took the
opportunity, took the floor
before him and poured her
devotion, heart and soul, into
this unrepeatable act of love.

That she esteemed him above all others goes without saying and yet we
need to hear it said. Hers is an example to follow - not in its detail but in
the encouragement it gives for an open and honest declaration and
demonstration that he is Lord and alone worthy of our worship.

Did she know others would disapprove? Probably so. Was she cowed by
the prospect? Clearly not. And she was defended by the only One whose
estimation of her action really counts: “Leave her alone.” To have the Lord
himself publicly intervene and value your loving service means so much.

Filling the House
with the Fragrance
of his Love   (John 12:3)
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Meet him in the
Morning The Victory: 12th Sept.
(Noel Grant - published 1985)

From the Archives…

Read Psalm 63
“O God, Thou art my God: early will I seek Thee.”

When we study carefully the lives of godly men and women, we invariably
find that they sought God in the early morn.  It is so when we search
through the pages of the Holy Writ.  Abraham arose very early to stand
before the Lord (Genesis 19:27).  Jacob awoke at first light to worship God
after having seen the vision of the angels (Genesis 28:18).  Moses was
commanded to meet the Lord early at Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:4).  When
Joshua was preparing to take Jericho, he was on the move very early to
receive heavenly instructions.  The Lord Jesus left us that blessed example
of “rising a great while before day” in order to meet with his heavenly
Father.

There is a freshness about the early morn which cannot be recaptured at
any other part of the day.

Mary Magdalene was richly rewarded when
Jesus appeared to her first after the resurrection,
because she was present at the sepulchre that
memorable morning.

Discipline yourself by rising early to seek the
Saviour.  If you do, a life of untold blessing
awaits you.

Alone with Thee, amid the mystic shadows,
The solemn hush of nature newly born.
Alone with Thee in breathless adoration,
In the calm dew and freshness of the morn.(P
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Let us Say So
    (Psalm 107:1-8)

From Scripture…

Great advancements have been made in the
world we live in; in knowledge, technology,
space travel, DNA sequencing, digital communication methods, the speedy
production of a Covid vaccine etc.  But how much have we really changed
from the days of Noah, or Lot?  We have legalised what the Bible calls sin,
such as abortion, euthanasia, and gay rights; God’s laws are broken to a
greater extent than ever; we have undoubtedly changed for the worse.

Yet our righteous and holy God stays the same; his standards still stand.  The
world is heading for judgement, and the return of Christ is imminent.  His
commission, to go into all the world to be fishers of men, and speak of him,
applies to all Christians today.  We may protest our weakness, lack of ability
or training, but God delights to use weak vessels.

Let me draw your attention to verse 2 of Psalm 107: “Let the redeemed of the
Lord say so...”  The redeemed of the Lord are a holy, set-aside people (Isaiah
62:12) and they are to testify and speak out.  But what does this ‘say so’ relate
to?

It may relate to their name.
They are the redeemed of the Lord and therefore they should say so. The
Apostle Paul’s words were, “Christ hath redeemed us”.  Once Zacharias got
his speech back his first words were, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel for he
hath visited and redeemed his people.”   We should not be ashamed to say
we are the Lord’s and have been bought with a price. We should say so!

It may relate to their gratitude.
The psalm opens with, “O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good.  Let the
redeemed of the Lord say so.”  They tell of God’s graciousness to us them
down through history, (read verses 3-11), and simply thank the Lord for saving
their souls and for his enduring mercy (eg. Psalm 32:11).
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Believers are to testify to the three-fold story of their redemption; how it relates
to their past, their present and their future.  It’s the story of this world, their
experience in the world, and their promise of a new world to come.  If you are
a Christian this is your story too...and you should say so.

It may relate to their past bondage.
They never forget what they are redeemed from; not that they glory in it, but
they were “redeemed from the hand of the enemy” (verse 2).  The enemy of
souls had his hand in and over their lives.  He seeks the destruction of every
soul.  He is a person; remember the parable of how someone came and
sowed tares in a beautiful field of wheat and ruined the whole crop.  The
enemy of souls is Satan.

Verse 3 teaches that the redeemed were gathered, “from the East, and from
the West, from the North, and from the South.”  The enemy has scattered
sinners in all directions, just as they dispersed and moved far from the Garden
of Eden.  Displaced sinners, wandering like sheep astray in the wilderness,
and on the mountains, can only be gathered back to God through grace.

Some have chosen a clean road, in the name of religion, but it's still far off
from God. Some have gone down the road of abandonment, of total
immorality altogether with no concern; they have chosen the road of utter

depravity... and some have even
stooped to the road of outright
denial of God.

Verse 4 - “They wandered in the
wilderness in a solitary way” -  In
this lost estate they stray afar, and
under Satan’s hand sinners roam,
like lost sheep wandering with no
aim in life and no concern for the
dangers that they face. Dry and
barren, without the life of God in
their souls, they are perishing in
their iniquity.  In the desert land,
howling wilderness, and solitary
way; the sinner’s life is lonely!   “No

city to dwell in,” implies no rest, no comfort, no peace, no love, no joy, no
citizenship, no friends, and no fellowship.  When we, the redeemed of the
Lord, remember where we were, we should say so.

Verse 5 - “Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them.”  This is a picture of a
man ready to perish in the wilderness, hungry, thirsty, with his soul about to
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give in. It's a picture of perishing sinners. Sinners are perishing. Let the
redeemed say so.  Let them tell of their previous lost estate.  But thank God,
that's not the end of the story. That's not all they say. They have more to tell.
Grace came! Mercy intervened!

Praise the Lord, Christ died while we were yet sinners, when we were without
strength, hungry, thirsty, and perishing.  When our soul was fainting, when we
were enemies, outside the city, Christ came, Christ died, Christ arose. Christ
called those who were afar off.  Christ awakened them in their lostness; to
their darkness came the Shepherd seeking the sheep that were lost.  He
came into the solitary way
to find them.  Christ drew
near and drew them to
himself.

Verse 6 - “Then they cried
onto the Lord in their
trouble.”  Amid this misery,
the Lord appeared, and they
cried onto him. The Lord
answered their call - for he
came into the world to seek
and to save sinners.

It may relate to the
blessed state of salvation,
into which they were brought.  And now I draw your attention very quickly, to
five verbs that set forth the blessed condition into which grace has brought
them.  He redeemed them (verse 3); the Bible talks all the time about this
redemptive work.  He gathered them (verse 3); when they’re gathered up in
heaven at the last, they will sing a new song.  They sing “Thou art worthy,” of
the Saviour; thou art worthy to take the book Lord, for thou hast redeemed us
to God by your blood, out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation
from all the lands.”  He delivered them (verse 6); he broke the chains of
addiction they could not break themselves.  He led them forth by the right way
(verse 7); the Good Shepherd leads the sheep right to the end of their lives,
(Psalm 23), that they might go to a city (verse 7).  We are led to Zion, the city
of our God!

Why should we bother saying so?
We should say so to obey and glorify God, (which is man’s chief end); to
encourage ourselves and other Christians, and finally, we should say so in
order to evangelise.  Let us testify to those around us of God’s goodness to
us.  Let us not keep this good news to ourselves!  Let us say so!
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 The Academy of Grace
 13. True Humility
Matt. 6:6  Blessed are they which do
hunger and thirst after righteousness
for they shall be filled.

Also read Luke 18:9-14; Isa. 29:13; Isa. 66:1-2, Psa. 107:9

Jesus was the greatest preacher and communicator ever, and the majority
of folk seated on that Capernaum hillside, just drank in his teaching.
Amongst them there was also a scattering of men called Pharisees, (which
means ‘set apart’).  They were recognisable by their dress, and they hated
Jesus. So there were at least two kinds of hearers.
There were those who were trying to live in accordance with God’s will, as
set out in his laws, all 613 of them. All one’s thoughts, words, and deeds,
were judged by God’s standard. Their failures did not make them feel
happy at all, but they still desired to live a life which pleased God, which
Jesus described as an inner hunger and thirst. God knew that they could
not fulfil his law so he had made a way for their sin to be dealt with through
a sacrifice, over which they would confess their sin as it was offered.

On the other hand, the
Pharisees had no time for
Jesus, his teaching, nor the
people he was speaking to.
Seven hundred years before
Jesus came, God had told
Isaiah that some amongst his
people would make their own
man-made rules, and consider
them higher than God’s word,
believing that doing so would
have his seal of approval.

These men looked  down on common folk whom they called sinners, with a
mixture of disdain (because they didn’t follow those rules) and smug
satisfaction on their faces.   Did Jesus agree with them? Let’s hear what he
had to say in The Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican.
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Two men have gone up to the temple to pray, a Pharisee and a publican.
He tells us what and how they prayed.

The Pharisee told God how good he was, and with a proud heart, thanked
him that he wasn’t a sinner, and listed all the man-made rules he had kept.
He compared himself to those who were sinners and publicans, but never
to God’s law. He belonged to the SAS, the ‘Self Admiration Society’. He
forgot that God resists the proud, so he prayed by himself, to himself. The
publican, standing some distance away, wouldn’t even lift his eyes toward
heaven, but beat his chest, saying, “God, be merciful to me, the sinner!” In
the original it says ‘the sinner’.

The verdict? The one who cast himself
on God’s mercy, was the one who had
his hunger and thirst satisfied by God.
Isa. 66:1-2 reminds us that although
God sits on the throne of heaven, he
zeros in on the man who humbles
himself and trembles at the thought of
unforgiven sin.

Isa. 29:13 is a warning that God
searches what motivates me - the law
of God, or the law of men?  Never
follow man-made rules which conflict
with God’s revealed word.  Psa. 107:9
tells us that God will satisfy our longing
soul. The word ‘longing’ describes a
hungry animal chasing after its dinner
to feed its inner hunger pains. Pursuing
God like this, allows him to satisfy our
need, which is forgiveness.

God sent Jesus to be the one who would be the sacrifice for sin, any sin,
or anyone’s sin.  So, remember, it’s an insult to God to ignore and reject
his way for sin to be forgiven.  He would accept a sacrifice in their place,
allowing it to bear the punishment due to them.  As the sacrifice was being
offered, they would place their hands on its head, and confess their sin to
have it taken way.  It’s like this with Jesus, and Isaac Watts wrote a hymn
describing this act of the believer. “By faith I lay my hand, on that dear
head of thine, while as a penitent I stand, and here confess my sin.”  (This
hymn is no. 184 in The Songs of Victory.)
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For Younger Readers …

Donkeys were expected to work hard and obey
instructions.  Awkwardness or stubbornness of character
were not welcomed by care-worn country folk who were
struggling to make a living!  An obedient, willing and loyal
donkey could get the job done faster and make the various
burdens of the day seem much lighter.

Donkeys appear in the Bible too.  The Old Testament Law
included careful instructions about firstborn sons, and the
firstborn male donkey foal was considered to be holy.

Donkeys today are
usually kept as pets,
whereas long ago,
they were a very
necessary farmyard
animal.  That’s
because they were
like a mini tractor!

They hauled creels
of turf from the bog,
cans of milk to the
dairy, and cart-loads
of people or farm
produce to town.
They were cheaper
to feed than a horse
and small enough for
women and children
to manage.
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Who speaks of, or rode a donkey, in
each Bible story below?

(Genesis 22:3) ...............................
(Numbers 22:21) ...........................
(1 Samuel 9:3) ...............................
(1 Samuel 25:18) ...........................
(2 Samuel 17:23) ...........................
(1 Kings 2:40) ................................
(2 Kings 4:24) ................................
(Luke 19:30) ..................................

                                  A price had to be paid (a lamb was
                                  given to the priest) before a firstborn
                                  male donkey could be ridden or used
                                  as a beast of burden.  This was
                                  known as redeeming the donkey.
                                  Only then could it be useful to its
                                  owner and used for heavy work.

This ancient Jewish law has something to teach us about
being useful to God, our Creator.  We cannot serve him, or
do his will, until we too have been redeemed.  Jesus is the
Redeemer; his life was exchanged for ours, and he alone
can set us free from sin to serve God.

We are redeemed, not to sit in a church pew, but to serve
the Lord.  God has something for every Christian to do.
He will give you a task that is suitable for you and he will
give you the strength and wisdom to do it.  A willing
donkey is a blessing to its owner, but a willing Christian will
bring glory to God!  Are you joyfully serving the Lord?
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Whatsoever he
saith unto you, do it

John 2:5


