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From the Editor…

Bangor

Gransha Road
Care of Rev. W. Park (02892 612035)

Belfast

Ballysillan
Care of Rev. W. Park (02892 612035)

Belfast

Bloomfield Road
Care of Rev. E. Moore (028926 02393)
I love the beauty of old buildings,
churches in particular, with their
exquisite, richly coloured stonework, quaint window shapes and
elaborate guttering trimmed in
petticoats of lead. The intricate
details of pillar, plinth and pulpit
suggest deep respect for God’s
Name at the time of building.
I marvel at the meticulous shaping
of every stone, each tailored to fit
its own place, and I remember the
foretelling in Isaiah 28:16-17 of the
Messiah who would be born; the
vital cornerstone on which the
entire plan of salvation would restJesus Christ, the One in whom we
can trust and never be dismayed!
In Psalm 118:22-23 Jesus was
called the ‘stone that the builders
refused which became the head of
the corner’. Let us be careful never
to refuse him but to make him the
cornerstone of our existence.
Because it is the ‘stone made without hands’ (from Daniel’s famous
prophecy) that comes to mind next.
The coming of Christ is imminent;
he’s the ‘stone that will fill the
whole earth’ and he will never, ever
be destroyed! (Daniel 2:44)
Cover: Rear door of a country
church, Co. Tyrone.

Cookstown

Morgan’s Hill Road
Rev. M. Patterson (02886 766768)

Coleraine

Burn Road, Ballysally
Rev. K. Johnston (02870 835384)

Dungannon Syerla Road, Moygashel
Rev. R. Maxwell (02887 724586)
Enniskillen

Tempo Road
Rev. S. Aiken (02866 323404)

Fivemiletown

Edfield Way
Rev. I. Humphrey (02889 521211)

Irvinestown

Kesh Road
Rev. R. Moore (028686 28342)

Limavady Edenmore Road
Rev. H. Caskey (028777 22707)
Lisburn Causeway End Road
Rev. E. Moore (028926 02393)
Magherafelt

Tobermore Road
Rev. N. Maxwell (02879 633096)

Newbuildings

Duncastle Road
Rev. J. Campbell (07769842893)

Omagh

Queen’s Parade
Rev. P. Johnston (02882 244663)

Portadown

Old Rectory Road
Pastor N. Purdy (02838 986956 )

OUTREACH

Aghadowey Co. Donegal -Sun. @7pm
Care of Rev. R. Moore (028686 28342)

Fintona Kiln Street -Sun. @ 7.30 pm
Care of Rev. P. Johnston (02882 244663)
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From the Churches…
A Valedictory in Omagh
I had the joy of being born into a family where both my parents are
Christians, taught us from the Bible and faithfully brought us to services in
Omagh Independent Methodist Church. I am very grateful for Rev. Philip
Johnston and others who have influenced my life through their ministry
there. I have the privilege of being the fifth child in a family of six and I feel
truly blessed to have grown up in the company of my brothers and sisters
– Ruth, William, Samuel, Elaine and Cherith.
I was aware from my earliest memories
of my need of a Saviour from my sin and
I understood that Jesus is the only One
who could save me.
On Sunday 29th February 2004 aged
nine, following the Gospel service in our
church I accepted the Lord Jesus Christ
as my personal Saviour.
In spring 2015 God challenged me
through the words in Genesis 12:1 “Now
the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee
out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father's house, unto a land
that I will shew thee:” and I began to feel
as though God had another plan for my
life.
However, the next Sunday morning Rev. Johnston said during his sermon,
“Continue doing what you’re doing until the Lord shows you the next step.”
Therefore I went on to complete a degree in Early Childhood Studies parttime, while also working in Pre-School.
From October 2018 God really began to speak to me again regarding his
call on my life, particularly during the Interchurch Holiness Convention held
in three of our churches. So on 30th March 2019 I surrendered my life to
the Lord promising to do his will if he made it clear to me and on the 31st
May God confirmed his call.
4

In the weeks that followed I was seeking God regarding where to go, what
to study and when to go. God opened the way as I found information
about the Child Evangelism course at Penn View Bible Institute, USA and
discovered that I could join the course in January.
Although I was willing to go wherever God
led me the added blessing of him leading
me to PVBI is the fact that my brother
Samuel attended this college, so I have
already come to know some of the staff.
On the 21st January I will leave home to
commence four years studying Child
Evangelism. This will include studying
topics that will extend my general knowledge of the Bible, in addition to
learning methods of teaching the Bible including story writing, developing
visuals and personal evangelism.
As I prepare for this step I have been challenged by the words of the hymn
“God is all sufficient for the coming year”, reminding me that God will help
through each new step. Thank-you for your prayers and thank you to
everyone who attended my farewell service. Please pray that I will settle in
quickly to life on the campus, know God’s help as I adjust to the cultural
differences, have attention and focus as I study, and know God’s presence
as I adjust to being away from home.
Linda Aiken

Friday 21st February 2020 - 8 pm
Speaker: Rev. William Park
Special Singing
Tea, Coffee and
Refreshments
to follow

Queen’s Parade, Hospital Road
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A Retirement in Co. Donegal
The Fellowship sends its warmest wishes to Mr Aaron McKee and his wife
Una on their retirement from overseeing the running of the Aghadowey
Mission Hall near Ballintra, Co. Donegal. Born into a Methodist family in
Donegal Aaron heard and responded to the gospel as a child, during a tent
mission. He went on to spend many years traversing the world as a
merchant seaman and was aware of God’s mercy and miraculous
protection even while he strayed far from the Lord initially.
Coming to the end of
himself, alone in his
ship’s cabin, he cried to
the Lord for forgiveness
and was gloriously and
mightily changed - a fact
that was noted by his
fellow sailors.
“As time went on, I
learned that God is
equal to his Word. I
learned to balance my
Christian life- and my
everyday routine life, in
and around the Scriptures. Consequently, I can assure you the old enemy,
the Devil, did not have the same power over me as heretofore’.
Aaron and his wife Una lived in Dublin with their family of five before his
early retirement and subsequent move back to Donegal. They were
introduced to Aghadowey Mission Hall in 2004 by the late Wesley Colvin
and enjoyed warm fellowship with the other believers in the little wooden
building originally erected for a mission. Following the retirement of Mr Jim
Irvine in 2006, who along with his wife Elizabeth had cared for the running
of the hall since 1983, Aaron and Una then assumed responsibility for the
booking of speakers, distribution of gospel literature, managing of finance,
(helping to support a significant number of missionaries) and the practical
aspects of building upkeep that must always be attended to. Travelling
faithfully from Ardara in all kinds of weather, they served the Lord with
warm, willing hearts and a genuine burden for the lost. Knowing that of
the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve
the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:24)
[Editor]
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Dates for your Diary

Teaching Others Also
Subject taught on Monday in Portadown IMC will be
repeated on Wednesday of the same week in Omagh IMC.
7.30 - 9.15 pm (including refreshment break)
Cost : £30

20th Jan and 3rd Feb : Spiritual Worship
17th Feb and 2nd March: Communicating
the Scriptures Effectively
30th March : Principles of Christian Conduct

Public Seminar - Dungannon IMC
Mrs Sarah James (London) & Mr Callum Webster (Christian Institute)
Is abortion ever justified?
What about fatal foetal abnormalities or rape victims?
Should health workers have the right to conscientious objection?

It’s time to book for Camp!
6th - 10th July Ganaway Centre, Millisle
Juniors (8-11) £95/Seniors (12-15) £110
Promotional video link available:Instagram-dungannonimc
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16th March @ 7.30 pm

(Pixabay Free Images)

Put thou my tears
into thy bottle.. Ps. 56:8

(Pixabay Free Images)

Isn’t it a wonderful thought that God keeps a bottle for the tears of his own
dear people. How many tears are shed by the broken-hearted, shed over
sons, daughters, mothers, fathers, wives or husbands. The list is endless
and in human terms it would be utterly impossible to measure the extent of
the tears shed from the garden of Eden to this present day. It is good to
know that God knows all about our tears and our sorrows. He knows all
about the heartache, heartbreak or the tears shed in times of loneliness.
Because he is the God of all comfort he is ever near to bless and cheer, to
bind up the broken-hearted and anoint with the oil of gladness (Hebrews
1:9), and to give the oil of joy for mourning (Isaiah 61:3).

What a wonderful thing to know that the One who watches over the
sparrows is watching over me, over you, and to know that he knows, cares
and understands all about our difficulties. To know that he cares so much
about our tears that they are gathered up in his bottle, surely brings
comfort to God’s children in times of trouble and distress.
Since we have the promise of the One who has never broken his word
given in Psalm 126:6, we can therefore come to him in confidence, though
with weakness and trembling at times. He who has sustained and upheld
his children, down through the ages, will surely help and guide us until
travelling days are done and we see him face to face and tell the story
saved, and kept, by grace.
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Corrie’s Home
In June I had the privilege of visiting the
watchmaker’s shop, in Haarlem near
Amsterdam, from which Corrie ten Boom and
her family gave vital aid to God’s own people,
during the Nazi Holocaust of World War 2.
The experience was very moving, due not only
to the awe-inspiring insight into Corrie’s life but
also because of the sweet, godly nature of the tour guide, whose love for
the Lord shone through everything she said and did.
The building was originally two…a shop to the front and a home to the rear
and because their floors were at different levels the narrow corkscrew
staircase, inserted later to join the two buildings together, had a door
leading off to a room after every five or six steps. I could easily imagine
the bottle-neck it must have created as seven or eight panicking people
scrambled to reach ‘The Hiding Place’ at the top of the house in less than
70 seconds… and I almost felt the need to press my back against the wall
so that I wouldn’t get in their way!
Peering into ‘The Hiding Place’ itself
brought the reality of living under daily
threat of imprisonment during the German
occupation into sharp focus; the space
was narrow and cramped and the facilities
and ventilation extremely basic. The fear
and tension must have been greatly
compounded by the fact that one of the
older Jewish ladies suffered from severe
asthma, yet the daring plan worked! On
the terrifying night of the Ten Boom
family’s ruthless detainment no hidden
Jews were found, even though the officers
of the Gestapo were convinced of the
existence of a secret room!
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I marvelled too at the forethought involved in smuggling bricks into the
shop, one by one, to construct a wall in a bedroom that replicated an aged
exterior wall; no hollow wooden echoes would betray their location when
the soldiers came tapping.
And I almost wept as I considered the small sliding entrance door, in front
of which Corrie had inadvertently left the bag so fastidiously prepared to
ease her comfort in prison. At the horrifying moment of arrest she refused
to reach down and lift those vital possessions lest she draw the soldiers’
attention to the sliding panel behind them. Leaving without that bag, she
later said, was one of the most difficult things she ever had to do.
Some quotes from Corrie’s books have
become precious to me since that visit
and I conclude by mentioning a few:
Childhood scenes rushed at me,
strangely close and urgent. Today I
know that such memories are the key
not to the past, but to the future. I know
that the experiences of our lives, when
we let God use them, become the
mysterious preparation for the work he
will give us to do.
Love. How did one show it? How could God himself show truth and love at
the same time in a world like this? By dying.
I experienced the miracle that the highest
potential of God’s love is available to us in the
trivial things of everyday life.
The earth is, in much the same way, a solitary
prison garden, and heaven is the great, free
out-of-doors, where fulfilment of joy awaits us,
the children of Light.
God makes no mistakes. He looks upon
trouble and grief with the intent that we shall
bring it to him and leave it with him.
Jesus is the real security in this world even in
the hour we have to leave it.
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[Editor]

From Further Afield…

A New Lens
Perspective can alter everything - just
like the correct camera lens accurately
captures a scene. My perspective has been
shaped significantly in recent years as my Saviour has painstakingly
replaced the lens, pivoting my life’s perspective and laying claim to my
purpose and direction.
The original lens in place had been largely shaped by the social norm
around me - that of ‘success.’ I finished school, trained to be a primary
school teacher, got a local teaching post, and life quickly found a routine of
working and counting down the days until the next break! I could envisage
the steps of independence that came with receiving a salary following all
those years of being a student.
In 2015, God challenged me about using my professional skills as an
unpaid teacher in a school for missionary children, in a far-flung corner of
the world - it immediately jarred with my life’s perspective! There was
tension between my dreams and obedience to the prompting of God: there
was a clash between my plans and his purposes.
That willing, but fearful ‘yes’ to God,
enabled him to start his work of
sharpening my vision and granting
greater clarity of his purpose for
his people and church. Like a
good lens, it provided deeper hues
and richer definition of the wonder
and power of the Gospel in my
own life and the lives of others.
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During that year in Papua New Guinea, serving with New Tribes Mission
(NTM) as a support missionary in the school, God began to dislodge the
equally faulty lens of ‘sacrifice’ that had superseded the previous lens of
‘success.’ Though I may have gone obediently across the world, my lens
still revolved around myself and I viewed my time there as a sacrifice, a
cost to following the Lord in obedience.
As I spent time with missionaries that had given their best years to slog
away at learning the language and culture of unreached people groups so
that they could hear God’s story of redemption and have scripture
translated, a different lens appeared to be in place. They were
accustomed to sacrifice but it wasn’t their overarching perspective: there
was a firmly fixed lens of ‘worthy.’ The worthiness of the glory of God was
compelling them to see the privilege of serving their Saviour and the
purpose in giving their all.
God began to reconstruct
the lens to ‘worthy,’ as his
glory began to capture my
heart – that the glory of
his name would be known
among people groups
forgotten by the world,
but for whom Christ had
died. With this lens in
place, my steps turned
to preparation and
training at NTM’s
European training
college in England.

During three years of training, the
question of ‘where’ was never far from my mind.
Missionaries came and shared with us the needs of vast
mission fields. Perhaps I felt my steps of obedience to date were
sufficient and that the location of service could be left up to me. A place of
my choosing would entail certain criteria being met, such as an easier
national language, a good mission structure and a timeline of events that
had been road-tested before. A dependence on my own ability and a
desire to know success on the mission-field had crept back in and I was
trying to mitigate the unknown by seeking to control location factors. My
lens needed changing!
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As I prayed, and others prayed with me about this important decision, it
seemed that God was prompting me towards an area that didn’t seem to
offer the criteria I desperately sought… that of Southeast Asia Mainland, to
which I will go in September 2020.
Alongside the lens of worthiness has come that of
the precious lens of ‘dependence on God.’ He is
bringing me to lands with tonal languages, a
stronghold of religion in Buddhism and a slow
response to the Gospel. The odds are stacked
against all those treading this path, but God
wants that fact to cause me to depend on him.
Attempting to tackle this in my own strength,
ability or training is destined for failure - and in
this God has purpose. If God is to have any glory
through my life, it will be when the lens of his
worthiness and my dependence on him are firmly
fixed. May it ever be so!
Please pray for me as I prepare to go, for those who will help me to
orientate, for those already working there, and for the people who have not
yet heard the Gospel.
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From the
Bookshelf…
I was introduced to this book
by a friend who has been a
Bible student for years. She
told me that it had opened up
her understanding of the
twelve disciples in an entirely
new way!

So that inspired me to delve into it!
We are all familiar with Peter, James and John but what about the more
obscure of the group like Philip, Matthew and Nathanael? Scripture gives
us scant information about quite a few of the disciples but I believe John
MacArthur draws faithful and accurate character sketches from what we do
know about them.
The Bible certainly displays the disciples 'warts and all.' They were prone
to mistakes, wrong attitudes, lapses of faith and bitter failure. Yet what
stands out most about them is the fact that they were exceptionally
ordinary. “Hopelessly human. Remarkably unremarkable.” In spite of all
their shortcomings and weaknesses, they were available and obedient to
the Master's call. In so many ways, these men were slow learners but the
Lord invested so much time, love and patience into their lives. The same
could be said for us as God's people today.
We can safely draw the conclusion that God delights to use weak and
foolish instruments so that his power is displayed through human frailty. In
this book, principles are drawn from the shaping and moulding of the
original twelve disciples for today's contemporary disciples – us! Do you
want to know what true discipleship is all about? This book will guide you
in discovering the answers.
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From the Archives…

A Scared World
Fearless Church
A. W. Tozer
(This World: Playground or Battleground? Chapter 2)
No one can blame people for being afraid. The world is in for a baptism of
fire, and whether or not this present conflict is the beginning of the ordeal,
such a baptism will come sooner or later. God declares this by the voice of
all the holy prophets since time began - there is no escaping it.
But are not we Christians a people of another order? Do we not claim a
place in the purpose of God altogether above the uncertainties of time and
chance in which the sons of this world are caught? Have we not been
given a prophetic preview of all those things that are to come upon the
earth? Can anything take us unaware?
Surely Bible-reading Christians should be the last people on earth to give
way to hysteria? They are redeemed from their past offences, kept in their
present circumstances by the power of an all-powerful God, and their
future is safe in his hands. God has promised to support them in the flood,
protect them in the fire, feed them in the famine, shield them against their
enemies, hide them in his safe chambers until the indignation is past and
receive them at last into eternal tabernacles.
If we are called upon to suffer, we may be perfectly sure that we shall be
rewarded for every pain and blessed under every tear. Underneath will be
the Everlasting Arms and within will be the deep assurance that all is well
with our souls. Nothing can separate us from the love of God - not death,
nor life, nor height, nor depth, nor any creature.
This is a big old world, and it is full of the habitations of darkness, but
15
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needs a

nowhere in its vast expanse is there one thing of which a real Christian
need be afraid. Surely a fear-ridden Christian has never examined his or
her defences.
A fear-stricken church cannot help a scared world. We who are in the
secret place of safety must begin to talk and act like it. We, above all who
dwell upon the earth, should be calm, hopeful, buoyant and cheerful. We’ll
never convince the scared world that there is peace at the Cross if we
continue to exhibit the same fears as those who make no profession of
Christianity.

From Scripture…

When Life
falls Apart
Annie Johnston Flint was born on December 25th, 1866. When she was
three, her mother died while giving birth to Annie’s baby sister. Her father
was suffering from an incurable illness and gave the children to the Flint
family who adopted them.
Annie was converted at the age of eight. After High School, she spent one
year in teacher training. In her second year of teaching, arthritis began to
show itself. Her condition worsened until she could hardly walk and soon
she was forced to leave teaching. During the next three years Annie
experienced continued lack of movement. This was followed by the death
of her adoptive parents within a few months of each other leaving her, and
her younger sister, alone again.
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From her suffering she wrote;
God has not promised skies always blue,
Flower-strewn pathways all our lives through;
God has not promised sun without rain,
Joy without sorrow, peace without pain.
But God has promised strength for the day,
Rest for the labour, light for the way,
Grace for the trials, help from above,
Unfailing kindness, undying love.
When life seems to fall apart our mind
can become filled with questions, doubts
and fears that glib answers just do not
satisfy. There is always the big question “WHY?”
Many of God’s choicest servants have known the experience of darkened
skies. In 2 Kings 4:1-7 we have the account of a man of God who feared
the Lord and was a servant to Elisha. We are not told the circumstances,
but death entered leaving a widow and two sons with no means of
livelihood, leading to debt. They were at end of their tether. The events of
life seemed inexplicable. This man had given his life to serve God; he was
a godly and a useful man, a husband to his wife, and a father to two sons
who depended on him. Now God had taken him from them. Why would
God allow such to happen?

(Pixabay Free Images)

Job was an outstanding example of a God-fearing man who did no wrong,
yet within a few hours he suffered staggering losses and soon was to lose
health and friends. This man of great faith who had coped with so much
came to a place of despair. He felt he just could not bear any more.

“My stroke is heavier than my groaning,” he complained. (Job 23:2) He
struggled with the fact that he could not understand what God was doing.
God seemed so far away (23:3-5). Such inexplicable events happen to
many of God’s saints. Bad things do happen to good people.
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When life seems to fall apart let us remember:
● We have a God who cares.
Frank E Graeff went through some very difficult trials. After a period of
great despondency and physical pain he turned to the Word of God and
after meditating on 1 Peter 5:7 “He careth for you”, he wrote the hymn:
Does Jesus care when my heart is pained
Too deeply for mirth or song;
As the burdens press and the cares distress
And the way grows weary and long?
In the chorus he positively proclaimed:
Oh yes he cares, I know he cares,
His heart is touched with my grief.
When the days are weary and the long nights dreary,
I know my Saviour cares.
1. Peter 5:7 gives us the assurance that he cares for us. He is still a loving
caring God whom we must trust in the hard times. He will not cause us a
needless tear.
● “When life does not make sense to us, it does not mean it
does not make sense to God.” - James Dobson.
Sometimes we may try to guess an answer to the “Why?” question. We
may try to find an answer through our own reasoning or logic. We must
remember that human reason and emotions are flawed and unreliable.

Sometimes God does reveal something of his purposes, either as we face
trials, or after we go through them.
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Thirty-three miners were trapped in the mine in Chile, one of them was a
pastor who held bible study and prayer each day. After they were rescued
the world looked on as each one emerged wearing a t-shirt that said. “In
his hand are the deep places of the earth.” (Psalm 95:4.) God declared his
message to the world through them.

Photo: (B.B.C. Archives

More often God chooses not to
reveal the reason for his
purposes. He always has a
reason. Jesus said to Peter
“What I do thou knowest not
now, but thou shalt know
hereafter.” Job never discovered
the reason for his trials. God is
not obligated to explain to us his
sovereign actions. He is God
and our finite minds are not able
to understand God nor his ways.

● Because circumstances do not make sense now, it does not
mean they will never make sense.
Thomas Manton the Puritan said, “Because it is dark now does not mean
there will never be light.” Psalm 30:5 states, “Weeping may endure for the
night but joy cometh in the morning.” When we are going through a dark
period the enemy may whisper it will never get any better, causing some of
God’s people to sink into depression or despair. “Who is among you that
feareth the Lord … that walketh in darkness and hath no light? Let him
trust in the name of the Lord…” (Isaiah 50:10)
● God is adequate for every eventuality.
Paul discovered that God gives grace to bear the burdens laid upon us.
“My grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is made perfect in
weakness.” (2 Cor. 12:9) The disciples found he gives peace to troubled
hearts.
“In me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33.
He is with us when no one else understands.
God assured Israel: “When thou passest through the waters, I will be with
thee”. Isaiah 43:2.
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The Academy of Grace
6. A Sinful Man (Luke 5:1-11)

When Jesus was in Bethabara of Jordan, he met four interesting men;
Andrew and John who each had an older brother, (Simon and James), all
of whom were fishermen from Capernaum. Andrew and John were
convinced that Jesus was Messiah, God born of a virgin as a man. After
chatting with Jesus, the four left for home with Simon still unconvinced.
After all there had been many imposters saying they were Messiah!
Jesus is now in Capernaum, standing on the seashore next to the boats of
the brothers he had met
before. They were
nearby washing their
nets after an
unsuccessful night’s
fishing.
(Free Bible Images)

Now we need to
remember that Jesus
always had a purpose
for being in any
particular place.

Word had spread that Jesus was in town, and a crowd which had gathered
to hear his teaching almost pushed him into the sea. So, climbing into
Simon’s boat, he asked him to push it out a little from the shore and taught
the people from there, right where Simon could hear him. Having finished
his teaching, Jesus turned to Simon and told him to go back to the place
where they had caught nothing, and let down the nets for a catch of fish.
All eyes were on Simon as to whether he would obey. Simon himself would
be thinking, “What does a travelling rabbi who was a carpenter in Nazareth
know about fishing?
“If he knew anything, he would know you don’t go fishing in the daytime.”
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Perhaps Simon was even thinking, “All eyes are on both of us now, he is a
loved and respected teacher, what shall I do?”
Or maybe he was asking himself, “I wonder if he really is God the Son?
Well, this will settle the matter.”
But after explaining their failure to catch fish during the night, Simon
submitted himself to the commands of Jesus and said, “Nevertheless, at
your word I will let down the net.” The rest as they say is history. The catch
of fish was so great he had to call his partners to come and help land it.
Only God could do something like this.
At that moment Simon understood four things:
● Jesus really was the Son of God.
● He himself was a sinful man because he hadn’t really believed who
Jesus was. Unbelief is a sin.
● He was unworthy to be in the company of Jesus.
● He would follow Jesus anywhere.

(Free Bible Images)

Our heavenly Father’s plan from the beginning, was to place his eternal
Son in every believer. The word believer is the key to Jesus living in us to
make us like him. Being a true disciple is not trying to be like Jesus, but
letting his life within you make you like him, something which can’t be
experienced by an unbeliever.
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For Younger Readers…

The robin is probably the most widely known bird in the
British Isles. You will recognise him immediately by his
bright red breast and his willingness to come quite close to
humans if he thinks there is something to eat! If you are
out digging in the garden this is the bird most likely to keep
you company while he watches for a tasty worm!
Robins are well known for their singing… they can even be
mistaken for nightingales because they sound similar.
Male robins usually sing to lay claim to their territory but
studies have shown that street lights, sudden floodlights or
loud, unexpected noises like thunder or fireworks can
cause them to sing at night too. City robins are therefore
thought to do a bit more singing than country robins!
Did you know that the robin is one of the first birds to start
the dawn chorus and one of the last to stop singing in the
evening?
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The Bible has a lot to say about singing. The Apostle Paul
tells us to sing our praises to God (Colossians 3:16). Well
written hymns and songs are full of biblical truth and are
an important way for the God’s Word to ‘dwell in us richly’.
The rhyming verses are easily remembered!
As we sing, we encourage other believers to rise up and
give thanks too. (Ephesians 5:19) The truths they hear
will bless them. Our singing even challenges unbelievers
to think about their need to repent, believe and obey God.
And when we sing hymns we make war with the evil one
…through song we are telling him, and the world, that
Jesus is Creator, Saviour, Lord and King over all!
So whether early in
the morning or late
at night (like our
friend the robin) let
us sing to praise
the Lord,encourage
ourselves,
challenge
unbelievers and
conquer the
enemy!

If 1 = A, 2 = B, 3 = C etc. which verse in Acts 15 is
this and what does it describe?
1,14,4 1,20 13,9,4,14,9,7,8,20 16,1,21,12
…......................................................................
1,14,4 19,9,12,1,19 16,18,1,25,5,4 1,14,4
…......................................................................
19,1,14,7 16,18,1,9,19,5,19 21,14,20,15 7,15,4
….............................................................................
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Is any merry?
Let him sing
psalms. James 5:13
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